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Commentary 


Students speak out about war in Iraq 


by Lacey Teel 
staff writer 

War. Terrorism. United States vs. 
Iraq. No matter who you are, you are 
affected in some way. some TJC stu¬ 
dents are for the war and some are 
against it. 

“I think the war is good because it is 
a war of justice. Something has to be 
done about it,” Holly Payne, 19, from 
Big Sandy said. 

Iraqis began this fight when Osama 
Bin Laden decided to fly our jetliners 
into the twin towers and the Pentagon 
Sept. 11, 2001. Since that day, we, as 
Americans, have been fighting this war 
on terrorism. 

“I don’t like the war because it’s 
scary and I don’t want to die,” Rhae 
Ann Allen, 18, from Palestine said. 

Fighting for what we believe in can 


be scary sometimes. 

“I am against the war because Iraq 
should be fighting for their own free¬ 
dom and not have us fight with them,” 
Heather Layne, 21, from Tyler, said. 

“I believe in the war because it is 
standing up for what we believe. We 
are not going to take any abuse from 
anyone!” Ross Lewis, 19, from Dallas, 
said. 

“This war is a terrible thing. The 
part that hurts me the most is to see 
other people dying,” Penny Zhang, 19, 
from China said. 

“Approximately 10 TJC students 
had to withdraw from their classes” to 
go and fight for our country,” Registrar 
Trey Hattaway said. 

“I think that the war scares people 
because the students in the service know 


they could leave at any time and others 
do not really care,” Lewis said. 

Students’ opinions reflect their 
worries. 

“I think many people will lose their 
jobs because of the war,” Allen said. 
The “gas prices go up, too,” Layne 
said. 

Others focused why the United 
States has gone to war. 

“Sadaam Hussein has too much 
control and wants his people to live in 
fear of him,” Lee Ferguson, 19, from 
Dallas, said. 

“Two reasons why we are at war 
with Iraq: 1. because of the gas/oil 
struggle. They do not make enough for 
others to use and the rest, they bum it 
for their leisure. And 2. because of 

Continues on page 2 
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A grandmother cries for her 
grandson in the Middle East 


Over 430 attend PTK regional convention 


by Holley Edwards 
staff writer 

More than 430 students and advis¬ 
ers attended the TJC-hosted Phi Theta 
Kappa Texas Regional Convention 
March 7-9, PTK adviserCathryn Cates 
said. They set an attendance record. 

“The convention is a time for us to 
get together as a region and celebrate 
what we’ve done this year,” local PTK 
President Ginny Laubhan said. 

University Studies Dean Dr. Robert 
Peters and TJC President Dr. Bill Crowe 
welcomed the group to campus. Tyler 
Mayor Joey Seeber read resolutions 
recognizing PTK for service work and 
scholastic achievement from the Texas 
House of Representatives, the City of 
Tyler and TJC Board of Trustees. 

Students participated in general ses- 
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sions, hearing speakers discuss “Di¬ 
rections and Dimensions in Health” 
and international service. Chapters also 
won Five Star Chapter, Pinnacle and 
Hallmark awards. 

Cristina Cardemas, PTK adviser 
from Galveston College, called the con¬ 
vention “awesome” and the campus 
“beautiful.” 

“The Apache Room is the size of 
our gym” she said. “The people we met 
are great and we’ve learned how to lead 
others.” 

Texas Regional Coordinator Dr. 
Mary Hood said, “The food was won¬ 
derful and the hospitality was spec¬ 
tacular. It will definitely be a hard act to 
follow.” 

At the awards gala, TJC chapter 
Alpha Omicron again won the Conge¬ 
niality Award bear, for the third time in 
four years. 

The local chapter was named a 2003 


Texas Top Chapter, won the Texas 
Region Communication Award and 
Award of Excellence for its yearbook. 

New regional officers for 2003- 
2004 from South Plains, Eastfield, 
Kingwood,McLennan, Lee and Austin 
Community colleges were installed. 
Fourteen TJC officers, members and 


advisers will attend the International 
Conference in Anaheim, Calif, this 
week where Laubhan will run for inter¬ 
national vice president. 

Last year Alpha Omicron was 
named third runner-up for most distin¬ 
guished chapter. 4 4 We hope to do equally 
well this year, if not better,” Cates said. 



Phi Theta Kappa members are: Ginny Laubhan, Kassie Scritchfield, Sandy 
Kline, Rachel Finch, Barbara Barnes, Dr. Alan Barnes, Phyllis Finch and 
Rami Bald Eagle. 


Budget stops Cheerleaders trip to national tryouts 

squad who had cut their own spring 


by Paige Springerley 
staff writer 

Blood, sweat, tears and defeat. The 
TJC Cheerleaders have been through it 
all this season. Their latest hope of 
winning a national title has been taken 
away, thanks to college budget cuts. 

“This year we were supposed to win 
it all. We have the most competitive, 
talented squad TJC has ever had,” 


breaks for mandatory practices. 

The squad includes: David Alberda, 
Casey Arnold, Alexis Brown, Meredith 
Duckett, Joey Gillenwater, Chris Irwin, 
Tarah Mitchell, Cody McClendon, Josh 
Ortegon, Cedric Ratcliff, Jerry 
Richards, Jarrod Watson, JerMarcus 
Williams, and Casey Worthen. 

“We could have raised the money, 
Cheerleader Coach Vincent Nguyen^ but we had to spend our time in Kansas 


said. 

A phone call during spring break 
informed Nguyen the squad would have 
to raise more than $ 6,000 in three 
weeks if they wanted to compete in 
Daytona Beach, FL. He relayed the 
devastating news to the 20 member 


(with the TJC Apache Ladies basket¬ 
ball team),” Watson said. “It’s not fair 
because we had to go to the girls na¬ 
tionals,” he said, “for us to have to 
attend that and not go to ours.” 

The Cheerleaders earned their bid 
to compete at the National Cheerleading 


Association summer camp at Southern 
Methodist Uni versity in Dallas last July. 

Being a cheerleader is not easy. 
Squad members must maintain a GPA 
of 2.5 while taking at least 12 hours 
Practice at least 25 hours a week and 
cheer at campus sporting events. Most 
members work at off-campus jobs be¬ 
cause they don’t get scholarships. 

“We simply cannot compete with 
other junior college cheerleading 
squads when we can only award $400 
per semester to our cheerleaders,” 
Nguyen said. 

“Next year we’W raise enough 
money. . . . The budget cuts killed us 
the most. We had all the money we 
needed until that point,” Richards said. 
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Why do you think Reality TV has become so popular? 



—Bonnie O’Mara 
"People can relate to the 
shows since they are real 
They are just waiting for 
people to.mess up." 



—Jessica Sells 
"We have so much drama 
in our lives we like to see 
people who have more 
problems than we have." 


—Tamara Madore 
"It’s easy for people to get 
caught up in the 'fairy tale' 
quality of some of these 
shows." 



—Rony Zavlodaver 
"It's popular?" 
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Reality TV: America’s new obsession 


by Jennifer Shirley 
editor 

Reality TV has become an 
everyday, every channel trend 
from Fox’s “Joe Millionaire” 
to NBC’s hit, “Fear Factor,” 
Reality TV never goes away. 
With so many choices, students 
opinions of best and worst dif¬ 
fer. Some choose not to watch 
it at all. 

“It’s trash,” business ad¬ 
ministration major Ray Walker 
said. “I just watch videos, car¬ 
toons and the news.” 

Angelina Demiglio, 18, 
said she watches Reality TV 
occasionally. 


“I watched ‘Joe Million¬ 
aire’ because it was making 
fun of the ‘Bachelor’ and 
‘Bachelorette,’ showing how 
shallow the women were,” she 
said. 

Demiglio also watched 
“I’m a Celebrity, Get Me Out 
of Here” because it showed 
how whiney the celebrities 
were." 

“It’s addicting,” nursing 
major Amber Allison said. She 
is a fan of "Fear Factor” and 
"The Bachelor/Bachelorette." 

“I think ‘All American Girl’ 
is way out of hand and is going 
a little too far,” Allison said. 


Graphic arts major Ishmael 
Simon said he doesn’t watch 
any Reality TV shows. 

“I spend most of my time 
watching graphics on movies. 
I would watch it if I had more 
time,” he said. 

Nicole Holmes, 18, said she 
only watches every once in a 
while, because she works too 
much. 

“I’m sure I would watch if I 
could. I think they are interest¬ 
ing,” Holmes said. 

“I watch MTV's 'Real 
World.’ Idon’treally like them. 
I like to watch more stories,” 
Erica Moreyra, 20, said. 


“Every once in a while I 
watch ‘Real World’ on MTV. I 
watched ‘The Bachelorette’ 
and ‘Meet my Folks,’Ricky 
Lowrimore, 38, said. "I like it, 
but I’m more into sports than 
anything else.” 

Stephanie Bishop,20, 
watches “Fear Factor” and 
“Survivor.” Bishop said she 
only watches “Survivor” be¬ 
cause her husband is addicted 
to it. 

“He has to see it every time 
it comes on, and if he can’t, he 
records it,” she said. 

Bishop said the shows are 
getting ridiculous. 


War opinion 

Continued from page 1 

Hussein and Bin Laden’s terror¬ 
ist actions,” Lewis said. 

Local Navy recruiting offic¬ 
ers report no increase or decrease 
of people joining the military. 
“There are a mix of people who 
sign up,” they said. 

Entertainers have also ex- 
pressedtheiropinions. The Dixie 
Chicks stood their ground and 
let the world know how they 
feel, getting mixed response. 

“The Dixie Chicks need to 
watch out and be careful what 
they say if they do not want to 
lose their popularity,” Allen said. 

The Bill of Rights guaran¬ 
tees American certain freedoms, 
including the freedom of speech. 

“I think the Dixie Chicks let 
everyone know how they feel. It 
is their right to say anything they 
want,” Lewis said. 

Tyler radio station KYKX, 
105.7 banned the song, “Land¬ 


slide,” by the Dixie Chicks for 
one week following their com¬ 
ment. 

Some students took time to 
pray at the flagpole Tuesday, 
March 25 to show their concern 
for the war. 

“Considering that my hus¬ 
band is [stationed] in Italy, it’s 
very bad," AmberBoyd, 20, from 
Jacksonville, said. "I don’t get a 
chance to talk to him, and when 
the phone rings, I never know 
what the outcome will be. It 
could be him telling me he has to 
go fight in the war, and that 
scares me so much.” 

She was talking to her hus¬ 
band, Brandon, 21, by cell phone 
during the interview. 

“I’m in Italy right now," he 
said. He is a U.S. soldier from 
Jacksonville. "We don’t like to 
talk about it so much. I’m not 
worried about the war. They 


taught us not to think about it. 
We have been trained to forget 
about all the other things around 
us and to just focus on ourselves." 

“It concerns me because 
many of the soldiers over there 
have families here. I am worried 
that my kids might eventually go 
to Iraq as well as others,” Gigi 
Beaton, computer information 
technology instructor said. 

“The war has not really had 


don’t keep up with it that much, 
but my .prayers go out to all the 
troops and everyone involved,” 
Davis Thomas, 32, from Tyler, 
said. 

This war on terrorism will 
surely take more than a few days, 
perhaps weeks, months or even 
years. Some people will protest 
and some will support the war. 
The United States of America 
will come through. 


Time to pray— 
Students 
joined hands 
around the 
fiag pole to 
pray for our 
troops March 
25. 

Photo by 
Casie Moreland 


an effect on me. I guess since I 
don’t have a family member, I 
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Gas prices increase significantly from last year 


by Jennifer Shirley 
editor 

Gas prices are steadynow, 
but have fluctuated signifi¬ 
cantly since March 2002. 


Average price a year ago 
for regular unleaded in Texas 
was $1.25. A month ago it 
was $1.59, according to 
American Automobile 



Photos by Jennifer Shirley 


Gas prices arround Tyler vary from station to station 
although they remained steady for March. 


Association’s gas price sur¬ 
vey updated March 21. Texas 
is still below the national av¬ 
erage by nine cents per gal¬ 
lon for regular unleaded. 
Oklahoma has the cheapest 
gas price at $1.56 and Cali¬ 
fornia the most expensive, 
topping the charts with an 
average $2.17 per gallon for 
regular unleaded. 

“Gas prices are steady 
right now,” Salma Khan, 
manager of the Citgo gas sta¬ 
tion at Fleishel and Dawson 
streets, said. Khan said prices 
have only increased three or 
four cents since last month. 

“Actually diesel went 
down,” a Shell clerk who 
wished to be unidentified 


said. “Regular gas stayed the 
same.” 

She said gas prices keep 
fluctuating. 

“It makes it kinda hard 
for your budget,” nursing 
major Lois Brinkley. Last se¬ 
mester, it cost her about $10 
for. a full tank of gas. Now it 
cost about $17. 

“Outrageous,” Marquita 
Lee said. “I drive 40 miles 
back and forth and $10 used 
to fill up my car.” Lee pays 
$15-20 to fill up now. 

Registered Nurse major 
Angel Arbogast drives an 
hour back and forth from 
Golden to TJC. “It costs me 
$17.50 to fill up; before $9 
or $10. It makes you scared 


to go many places,” she said. 

“I think they are taking 
advantage of us,” David 
Carter, 27, said. It costs about 
$23 to fill up his vehicle now. 

Price increases usually oc¬ 
cur when the world crude oil 
market tightens and lowers 
inventories, according to 
Kevin Bonsor’s his on-line 
study “How Gas Prices 
Work”. Growing gas demands 
that overcome refinery capac¬ 
ity also contributes to price 
increases. 

Daily updated gas price re- 
ports are available from 
American Automobile Asso¬ 
ciation on-line at 
www.aaa.com. 


15 to participate on campus in World T'ai Chi and QiGong Day 


by Seneca VanZandt 
staff writer 

About 15 students will par¬ 
ticipate in the World T’ai Chi 
and QiGong Day April 12 on 
the campus front lawn. The 
performance will begin at 10 
a.m. They will be part of a 
mass worldwide t’ai chi dem¬ 
onstration. Hot tea and cook¬ 
ies will be served to everyone. 

“Other groups will gather 
in public parks or lawns of 


public buildings so they can be 
visible to the community and 
media around the world,” T'ai 
Chi Instructor Liz Barton said. 

“This is a worldwide 
event,” Barton said, “to cel¬ 
ebrate the beauty of t’ai chi 
and its introduction into other 
cultures that kept it alive.” 

“T’ai chi literally means 
“shadow boxing”. Barton said. 
“Chi means energy in Chinese. 


The whole essence of t’ ai chi is 
placement of energy. The Chi¬ 
nese believe if energy in the 
body is not kept in balance, an 
infection or a misfunction of 
the body will occur.” 

“In the olden days of China, 
t’ ai chi was a deadly and feared 
martial art, but it is now a popu¬ 
lar health exercise,” Barton 
said. It enhances the central 
nervous system, boosts the im- 


r 


Dream it. Do it. Disney: 


We’re recruiting on campus! 

Tyler Junior College 
Monday, April 7, 2003 
2:00 PM, WASC Soard Room 

Mark your calendars — All majors and all college levels invited. This is your chance to go inside 
this world-famous resort, build your resume, network with Disney leadets and 
meet students horn around the world. 



Check out a Walt Disney Worid® College Program paid internship. 24-hour secured housing is offered. 
College credit opportunities may be available. Visit our website at 
wdwcollegeprogram.com and then come to the presentation. Attendance is required to interview. 
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mune system, improves bal¬ 
ance, relieves stress, lowers 
high blood pressure and risk of 
osteoporosis. The concept of 
the art is a total mind and body 
experience.” 

“We have four purposes for 
celebrating this event,” Barton 
said. “First, to educate the 
world of the t’ai chi and qigong 
art that can offer our personal, 
social, and world health.” 

Other reasons are: 

- to thank Chinese culture 
for giving the world a power¬ 


ful health science, 

—to improve world rela¬ 
tions by joining t’ai chi and 
qigong practicioners worldwide 
. . . and celebrate a healthier 
world. 

—to provide a powerful ex¬ 
ample of how the Internet can 
be used to promote world co¬ 
operation and health. 

The Internet was important 
in organizing this event. For 
more information on the event, 
log on to www. 
worldtaichiday.org. 


Ladies win 7th at nationals 

By Paige Springerley 
staff writer 

Sweet 16 never sounded so sweet, especially for the Apache 
Ladies Basketball Team. Some players felt they had a shot at a 
national title, but not many spectators thought they could meet 
the challenge. The Ladies won consolation, surprising many. 

“No one expected we would get to nationals this year,” third 
year Head Coach Trena Tillis said. 

The Apache Ladies were seeded eighth going into the 2003 
Division I Basketball Championship. 

They lost a hard-fought game in first round in Salina, Kansas. 
Central Arizona College came back in fourth quarter to upset the 
Ladies 59-55, forcing them into the tournament consolation 
bracket. Nikki Holmes led the team with 22 points. Stacey 
Szymanski followed with 15. 

“We were disappointed about the loss. We didn’t want to lose 
the first two games and have to go home,” sophomore Brook 
Busby said. 

Determination and drive helped catapult the Ladies into a 89- 
69 win over Middle Georgia College during the first round of 
consolation play. 

The Ladies defeated Pearl River Community College 71-55. 
Zzymanski again led with 14 points. 

Bittersweet news immediately followed the Pearl River win 
as Central Arizona lost to Wabash Valley College, 83-63. 

“We were able to play the final day for at least a seventh 
place finish. Central Arizona, the team we lost to in the opener 
was defeated ... So they did not place,” Coach Tillis said.. 

TJC Ladies narrowly beat LouisburgCollege, 63-62, to win 
consolation and seventh place. Octavia Hobbs helped ensure the 
win by scoring 15 points in the final game. 

“It was an honor being named seventh out of all the junior 
colleges in the nation,” Busby said. 

TheLadies ended their season with a 28-8 record. 
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Belles to kick off 'Hot Ticket' Thursday 




by Bert Fite “Hot Ticket” which runs Thurs- 

staff writer 

day - Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in 
The Apache Belles are pol- Wise Auditorium, 
ishing for their Spring Show “It is over the top ’said Ruth 


Flynn, Belles director and cho¬ 
reographer. The Belles have 
put in as many as 16 hours a 
week to prepare. 

“You will feel the flair of 
Hollywood as soon as you step 
in the lobby,” Flynn said. 

“Hot Ticket” humorously 
combines dance styles that 
range from jazz to ballet, Head 
Dance Captain Valerie Will¬ 
iams said “It was a lot of work, 


but we are all friends and we 
love to dance.” 

“It is neat to see a dance 
you choreographed come to¬ 
gether” Dance Captain Hannah 
Elmore said. Elmore learned 
tap for the show. 

Sophomore Dawn Will¬ 
iams said preparation has been 
a lot of fun. She is excited 
about the show. 

“The Spring Show has sold 


out for the past two years and 
the anticipation is that it will 
follow suit this year,” Flynn 
said. 

Tickets cost $5 for general 
admission for Thursday’s dress 
rehearsal and $10 for the Fri¬ 
day and Saturday shows. They 
can be purchased at the White 
Administrative Services Cen¬ 
ter Cashier’s Office or by tele¬ 
phone at (903) 510-2672. 


Mr. Rogers’ death 
saddens neighborhood 




by Paige Springerley 
staff writer 

We all grew up with him, 
and we all respected him. He 
taught us how to share, how to 
be respectful and mostly how 
to be a good neighbor to one 
another. Fred Rogers became 


tiger and Trolley. His main 
purpose was to teach young¬ 
sters the importance of using 
their minds to escape into cre¬ 
ativity. He wanted children to 
feel loved. He taught them to 
deal simply and gently with 
everyday problems including 


(Top Left) Belles Krishinda Curley, April Cole, Tara Johnson and Stacey Harding strike a 
pose. (Bottom Right) Apache Belles rehearse for the Spring Show, photos by Bert Fite 


and adults during'his 40-years 
of hosting PBS’s "Mister 
Rogers Neighborhood." It was 
the longest-running program 
in public television history. 

"Fred Rogers was a true 
American icon," Biology Ma¬ 
jor John Owen said, "His loss 
is a huge tragedy." 

Rogers succumbed to stom¬ 
ach cancer in February. 

"My children loved 
Mr.Rogers. He had a sooth¬ 
ing, comfortable voice. He 
had a way of calming my chil¬ 
dren and talking to them on 
their level. He was very realis¬ 
tic," English major Patty Gar¬ 
land said. 

Reality television is the 
trend of the current genera¬ 
tion. "Survivor," "The Bach¬ 
elor" and "American Idol" have 
become the most-talked-about 
series in the past two years. 
PBS and Rogers touched on 
reality programming in the 
1960s, when reality television 
was not yet imagined. 

"Mister Rogers Neighbor¬ 
hood" led viewers into an 
imagination land. Each pro¬ 
gram featured a trip to the 
Neighborhood of Make-Be- 

Friday XIII, Daniel the striped 


O - L A 

"He taught me how to share 
and use my imagination. lean 
remember making my G.I. 
Joe’s come to life," sophomore 
Chester Reescano said. 

"I got into television be¬ 
cause I hated it so. And I 
thought there’s some way of 
using this fabulous instrument 
to nurture those who would 
watch and listen," Rogers said. 

In addition to receiving high 
praise for his program, Rogers 
was inducted into the Televi¬ 
sion Hall of Fame in 1999. 
The National Academy of Tele¬ 
vision Arts and Sciences and 
the TV Critics Association 
gave him Lifetime Achieve¬ 
ment awards. He was honored 
with more than 35 honorary 
degrees. 

"Mr. Rogers was the man 
coming out with the jacket sing¬ 
ing about a beautiful day, 
telecommunications major 
Kendrick Sanders said. 

The most memorable as¬ 
pect of "Mr. Rogers Neighbor¬ 
hood" for many was his sweat¬ 
ers. 

"His sweaters, his shoes, 
and his songs that’s what I’ll 
remember the most. He was 


* 



At CHR/STUS St. Joseph's Health System, Paris, Texas, we are proud of our 
“agency free nursing" environment. All Associates on both campuses are 
residents who have an investment in the quality of our care. Presently we 
have openings in the following areas for your consideration: 


ASK ABOUT OUR SIGN-ON BONUSES 

RN 

Radiology Technologist 
• CT Technologist 
US Technologist * 

MRI Technologist 
Nuclear Medicine Technologist 
•, Respiratory Therapist 
Cath Lab Technologist 
Medical Technologist 
Sr. Coding Specialist 


Join us on our Journey to Excellence 9 

Contact: 

Human Resources Department 
CHRISTUS St. Joseph's 
Health System 
820 Clarksville Street 
Paris, TX 75460 
Fax (903) 737-3887 

Visit our website and 
apply online today! 



CHRISTUS 
ST. JOSEPH’S 

Health System 


CHRISTUS St. Joseph's 
Health System serves as a re¬ 
gional hub for healthcare for 
Northeast Texas and Southeast 
Oklahoma caring for residents 
of seven counties and two 
states. CSJHS is a member of 
CHRISTUS Health, one of the 
'top 10' largest Catholic health 
systems in the United States 
with over 25,000 Associates 
extending the healing ministry of 
Jesus Christ in 47 facilities in 
Texas, Arkansas. Louisiana, Okla- 
homa, Utah. Mexico and 
Ireland. 

As an Associate of CSJHS, you 
become part of a team of pro¬ 
fessionals caring for this commu¬ 
nity and the surrounding area for 
over 90 years. 

We offer an excellent salary and 
benefit package and bring 'big 
city' medicine in a 'small town' 
environment! You are just min¬ 
utes away from lakes, golf 
courses, shopping, and a short 
drive to the metroplex. 

If this sounds like 
somewhere you would 
like to call 'home', 
come join our family! 

For more information call: 

(903) 739-7766 
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Change jars support local charities 

by Elbert Kendrick J 1 1 


by 

staff writer 


How many times do customers in a 
store find the change jars on the counters? 
Sometimes the “jar” may be a small tray 
full of pennies and a small sign Jhat reads 
“take one if you need one.” Sometimes I 
take one; other times I add several pen¬ 
nies to the tray. 

Many stop-n-go marts and restau¬ 
rants all over East Texas put change jars 
on their counters to collect customers’ 
change. Most of these jars belong to 
some charity, and give people a chance to 
make benevolent offerings. 

At the Dairy Queen in Flint, is a jar for 
the Children’s Miracle Network. Man¬ 


ager Sue Fletcher said, “I make the de¬ 
posit every Tuesday 
at Southside Bank 
and it is usually $60 
to $70.” A little 
change makes a big 
difference. The Chil¬ 
dren Miracle Net¬ 
work funds are ad¬ 
ministered through 
East Texas Mother 
Frances Hospital to 
help needy children 
in this area. 

At Golden China 
on south southwest 
Loop 323, a life size 



The change in this jar 
in Dairy Queen goes 
directly to help 
Children's Miracle 


Buddha stands over a large change jar at 
his feet. Ben Zhu, manager at the 
restaurant, said they give the col¬ 
lected change to different chari¬ 
ties including the Salvation 
Army. Some goes to the many 
homeless people who come in 
and ask for food or money. 

At “Sweet Sue’s” restaurant fur¬ 
ther west on Loop 323, the 
counter holds three change jars. 
One for the Lions Club, one 
for the East Texas Humane 
Society and one for Meals on 
Wheels. 

The Lions Club collects 
up their change weekly and 


uses some to give scholarships to local 
needy kids. Once a month the Humane 
Society rep picks up their money used to 
care for the animals at the shelter. The 
animals receive immunizations, and other 
medical care. They needed to make them 
ready for adoption by the public. Some 
animals can not be saved and must to be 
put to sleep. This change help with these 
expenses, 

When the Meals On Wheels jar gets 
full, someone from that organization 
picks it up. Whatever money in this jar is 
matched by the restaurant, dollar for dol¬ 
lar. Those change jars really bring changes 
to the less fortunate. Your little change 
can help make a big difference. 


Teachers find love in Potter Hall 


by Aimee Michael 
staff writer 

Providence led two hearts together 
in a most unromantic place, a Potter Hall 
Math classroom. 

Mary Beth Meadows, 51, moved 
from Dallas after she inherited a house 
from her parents in Henderson. She be¬ 
gan teaching math part-time fall 2001. 

Seeking the Lord alone, Meadows 
had no intention of remarrying after nine 
years of being single. She would waiver 
back and forth, but she knew she never 
wanted to date in the traditional sense. If 
marriage were a possibility in her future, 
God would have to bring the right one in 
her path. 

After a whirlwind of tragic events, 
including three major accidents and los¬ 
ing his wife to cancer, Warren Powell, 
61, teaches here as a developmental 
English instructor and classroom assis- 


built,” he dreamily reflected. 

Their friendship blossomed as the 
days -and weeks went by. During the 
beginning of Christmas break, Meadows 
said she fasted and prayed for three days 
asking God if she should marry Powell. 
“God said ‘yes’.” 

Before that, Powell said he had al¬ 
ready sensed the Holy Spirit saying, “Her. 
You’re supposed to be the other one.” 
Then, instead of meeting each other’s 
parents as most couples do, they sought 
out to meet each other’s children. Mead¬ 
ows has two daughters. Powell has three, 
two sons and a daughter. 

The couple anticipated negative feed¬ 
back from TJC officials. Powell asked 
Dr. Deborah Kelley, college preparatory 
program director, what the policy would 
be on two employees getting married. 
After a quick check with the Human 
Resources Director Kevin Fowler, they 
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tant in math. 

God graciously spared his life, Powell 
said, to fulfill the plans he had for both 
Powell and Meadows. On the first day of 
classes last fall, Powell was sent to assist 
Meadows in her Math 0301 class. 

“He was gracious, and not offended 
to be asked to do clerical work. He didn’t 
flinch, he didn’t seem to mind,” Mead¬ 
ows recalled after their first meeting. 

“From her demeanor, she seemed to 
have a real love for her students. She 
seemed very professional and she talked 
in such a way that put the students at 
ease,” Powell observed. 

Not long after their first introduction, 
Powell made several visits to Meadow’s 
office. They had their first “date” at Dino’s 
for coffee. 

“I e-mailed him and asked him out,” 
Meadows confessed, “He wasn’t hesi¬ 
tant at all. He had been attentive enough 
that I knew he would want to.” 

“When I got that e-mail the biggest 
smile came across my face,” Powell said, 

“ I got very excited. It was like I was 14. 

I was just in awe and overwhelmed.” 

During the date Powell felt as though 
everything was just right, “Her eyes 
danced and when she smiled, her smile 
would have melted away any walls I had 


got a thumbs up. 

Their wedding took place March 8, 
during spring break. 

“It was perfect. We had it outside in 
the backyard. The weather was perfect. 
Lots of friends and family were there, and 
the presence of the Lord,” Meadows said. 

They took a road trip to Tanyard 
Spring, Ark., for a three-day honeymoon. 

God fulfilled all of Meadows desires 
by bringing Powell into her life. She’s 
most attracted to his relationship with 
God, his manners and thoughtfulness. 

‘ ‘He fusses at me if I open my car door. 
There’s notes all over my office all the 
time,” Meadows said. 

Powell expressed his thoughts. “She 
is always willing to give of herself and 
never asks for anything in return. She is 
the love of my life, and right now the Lord 
has given me Maiy Beth to take care of. 
He is sharing her with me and I am 
overwhelmed. Tome she is priceless,”he 
said. 

The couple live in Henderson. Mar¬ 
riage, so far, has been “wonderful,” “spec¬ 
tacular,” they agreed. Their theme verse, 
Ephesians 3:20, summarizes exactly how 
they feel, “Now unto him that is able to 
do exceeding, abundantly above all that 
we ask or think...” 


8 band members qualify for 

All-State Symphonic Band 


by Seneca VanZandt 
staff writer 

Eight Apache Band members re¬ 
cently qualified for the 2003 All-State 
Symphonic Band. They are: Christina 
Berry, piccolo; Sirena Biggar, flute; 
Ruth Gonzales, bass clarinet; Heather 
Skillern, tenor saxophone; Kristen 
Terrell and Timothy Sieden, french 
horn; Nakendrick Johnson and Ryan 
Little, euphonium. 

Freshmen include: music majors 
Christina Berry and Ruth Gonzales; 
general studies major Sirena Biggar 
and engineering major Ryan Little. 

Sophomores are: psychology ma¬ 
jor Heather Skillern; genetics major 
Timothy Sieden and music majors 
Nakendrick Johnson and Kristen 

Terrel explained their success. 


“We have private lessons for each 
member of the band, ” Terrell said. “ We 
believe in preparedness so we can play 
well underpressure. Our directors usu¬ 
ally give us hard music to play to ease 
the pressure off.” 

“We rank pretty high on a superior 
performance,” Associate Band Direc¬ 
tor Thomas McGowan said. “Every 
member benefits from other members’ 
musicianship and dedication.” 

“The practices before the tourna¬ 
ments can be tough as it is for regular 
practice, but it teaches you to be a better 
and focused player,” he said. 

“Our members have the level of 
skill and hard work. They get the music 
perfect to get to state,” Terrell said. 
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Morales reflects on Senate's potential 

by Aimee Michael JL 

staff writer 




Many students may not realize that 
TJC has an active student senate. These 
people put in several hours behind the 
scenes to try and reach out to all stu¬ 
dents on campus through activities, 
events, and speakers. Leo Morales 
serves as the student senate president 
and claims to be the first international 
president at TJC. Originally from Costa 
Rica, 

Morales 22, has come a long way 
with a big vision for the students of 
TJC. His main goal this year was to 
reach out more for students off-campus 
and try to get them involved. The diffi¬ 
culty that Morales faces is how to let 
everyone know about what is going on 
and when. He stressed the importance 
of student involvement on-campus and 
how much he enjoys supporting events 
that he feels allows students to relax 
and get their minds off the stress of 


school. His creative at¬ 
tempts at reaching stu¬ 
dents caught some atten¬ 
tion but didn’t achieve 
the response he had hoped 
for. 

“I feel we 
have in¬ 
creased a 
little,” he 
said„“ we’ve 
done a little 
better job but 
Ican’tproove 
that with 
facts.” 

Despite 
particpation 
setbacks. Mo¬ 
rales is hope¬ 
ful for the fu¬ 
ture of TJC 
and wants to 

Student 

Morales 


continue to answer the question “what is 
it that we can do new?” 

The highlight of his year so far has 
been, “The ability to have an opportu¬ 
nity to reach out and impact so many 
people through just one 
position.’" 

In addition to serving 
as Senate president, Mo¬ 
rales is a full-time stu¬ 
dent and works full time 
for Teen Mania minis¬ 
tries in Lindale as 
videographer. His job 
requires a lot of travel 
which has caused him 
to miss a lot of school as 
well as many senate 
events. The one thing he 
would change about his 
year would be his avail¬ 
ability to the senate. 

“If I could just work in 


the office there’s so much more I could 
do,” Morales said. 

In the same way though, he ex¬ 
pressed how much he appreciates those 
who serve with him and how they make 
up for what he is unable to do. 

“I have enjoyed my year in a great 
way. One of the things that makes it so 
great is my advisor (Scott Nalley). He’s 
done this for thriteen years. The thing I 
think I’ve learned the most is to be able 
to trust the people I work with. It (sen¬ 
ate programs) happens only if all of us 
works together,” Morales said. 

His heart is fully committed to serve 
both at TJC and his job. He plans to 
earn an Associates in Administration, a 


Senate President Leo 
speaks at weekly Senate 


^ 0 meeting. 

Travelers ignore war 
to see Turkish culture 


other tour of eastern Turkey May 16 
to June 1. The trip, which costs $3,150, 
will tour ruins, museums, architec¬ 
tural sites, St. Peter’s Grotto, the first 
Christian church ever built and grand 
covered bazaar with nearly 4,000 
shops. Participants can sign up on a 
first-come, first-served basis. For 
more information contact Dr. 
Khosrowshahi at 903-510-2279 orE- 
mail at mkho@tjc.edu. 


courtesy photo 
Among Turkey's reminders 
of ancient history is this replica 
of the Trojan Horse. 


by Coshandra Dillard 
staff writer 

During spring break, 11 travelers 
spent 10-days touring in exotic 
Western Turkey. Government In¬ 
structor Dr. Manoucher 
Khosrowshahi, who directed the 
“Crossroads of Civilization” study 
project, called the trip “a success.” 
All participants enjoyed the adven¬ 
ture and the planned schedules went 
smoothly, despite increasing tension 
in nearby Iraq, he said. 

Turkey,is a republic, stretching 
east from Europe with borders on the 
Mediterranean and Black seas. The 
chief religion is Muslim. 

The travelers visited ancient sites, 
museums, mosques and absorbed 


Turkish culture at local restaurants. 
They saw the steepest theater of the 
ancient world, the world’s first medi¬ 
cal center, the Church of St. Nicho¬ 
las, named for the saint we know as 
Santa Claus and the Crusader Castle, 
which houses an underwater museum 
. They sailed the Mediterranean, B lack 
and Aegean seas and relaxed on the 
shores. 

Some people are afraid to ex¬ 
plore cultures they do not understand, 
Dr. Khosrowshahi said “Knowledge 
is power” and fear keeps us from 
obtaining knowledge. The tour 
followed State Department guidelines 
to assure safe travel. 

Khosrowshahi plans to lead an- 
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Phi Theta Kappa 


by Stephanie Smith 
staff writer 


inducts 213 


The junior college honor 
society, Phi Theta Kappa, 
inducted 213 members dur¬ 
ing a candle-lighting cer¬ 
emony this month. 

The spring 2003' Alpha 
Omicron Chapter inductees 
include: Anna Allen, Kaylyn 
Allen, Kimberly Allen, 
Meredith Allen, Tyler 
Allmon, Beth Anderson, 
Cynthia Anderson, Shellie 
Anderson, Chris Arnold, Jer¬ 
emy Ashley, Melanie 
Baldwin, Leslie Bardin, 
Cassandra Baxter and 
Rachel Behymer. 


Also, Jason Beaton, 
Charles Bennett, Judson 
Bibby, Charyse Blanchard, 
Blake Boyd, Kati Broom, 
Paul Bullington, Christy 
Burgins, Allison Bush, 
Ronald Byers, Jordan Byrd, 
Gloria Camacho, Paul 
Carmichael, Charity Carpen¬ 
ter and Jacques Cavasoz. 

Others are: Teresa 
Cavasoz, Inez Cedillo, Tif¬ 
fany Chalk, Wendy Clark, 
Pamela Collins, Michael 
Colvin, Lydia Cooper, 
Colston Copeland, Derron 
Cornwall, Megan Cotter, 
Michelle Culp, Katharine 
Daniel, Latoshe Davis, 


Jamie Davison and Jeffery 
Dawson. 

Also inducted were: 
LadonnaDevisscher, Joshua 
Dickerson, Coshandra 
Dillard, Christina Dorsey, 
Jill Dutton, Rebecca 
Edwards, Joshua Emerson, 
Reina Escobar, Brandi 
Foote, Brandy Gandy, 
Steven Garbarino, Richard 
Gibson, Kimberly Giles, 
Sarah Giles and Amanda 
Gilliam. 

Also, Jennifer Gilmore, 
Melissa Glasscock, Matthew 
Godwin, Deysi Gomez, 
Jodie Gothard, James 
Griffith, Leonardo Guevara, 


Brooke Gunn, Rob Haisten, 
Irene Hamel, Adrianna 
Harpole, Joshua Harrell, 
Sami Harris and Dustin 
Harrison. 

Others are: Amanda Hart, 
Fatima Hassan, Jessica 
Hatchett, Travis Heaton, 
Amanda Henderson, Brian 
Henegar, Lauren Hickman, 
Leigh Hickman, April 
Hiilsmeier, Sarah Hillary, 
Jacqueline Hinds, Megan 
Hine, Lauren Hochheim and 
April Holguin. 

Also: Cameron Holley, 
Stephanie Hood, Brandi 
Horn, Jeremy Hubbard, 
James Hudiburgh, Brooke 
Hughes, Brandi Hunter, 
Gayle Hutto, Lauren Hyde, 
Victoria Idio, Brittany Jack, 
Brian Jackson, Christopher 
Johnson and Nakendrick 
Johnson. 

Other inductees include: 
Kelly Jones, Amy Jorgensen, 
Stephen Kelly, Stephanie 
Kent, Kason Kimberley, 
Christy Kimbrell, Melissa 
King, Jennifer Kochie, Sa¬ 
rah Kolac, James Komegay, 
Wilson Krezdorn, Annie 
Lan, Shannon Lane and 
Megan Larrick. 

Others are: Hayley 
Lazarz, Emily Leath, Re¬ 
becca Leath, Andrea 
Lessard, Lisette Lisenby, 
Jarad Luebchow, Cory 
Lynch, Amber Mackey, 
Matthew Martin, Roman 
Martin, April Martinez 
Diane Mathis, Nate Mc¬ 
Gowan and Gatlin McAdoo. 

Also inducted: Stephen 
McKeown, Heather Mead¬ 
ows, Richard Mejia, Justin 
Miles, Dilvio Miranda- 
Figueroa, Barbara Mitchell, 
Jonathan Montano, Kelly 
Moore, Jason Morgan, 
Debbie Morton, Katie Neal, 
Jennifer Newman, Donna 


I 


North and Megan Nowicki. 

Also inducted were: Amy 
Oliphant, Greg Ortiz, 
Casondra Ottowa, John 
Owen, Brittany Owens, 
Evan Painter, Jerad Paul, 
Leigh Paul, Paul Peepers, 
Ana Peralta, Robyn Perdue, 
Denise Perkins, Jessica 
Philpot and Paula Pickard. 

Others include: Amber 
Pippen, Fredrick Platt, Trent 
Prather, Arika Pravitasari, 
Diana Ragland, Gavon 
Rasco, Laurel Reagan, 
Brenda Reynolds, Christo¬ 
pher Ricchiuti, Caylan 
Richardson, Charlie Risner, 
Jetson Robinson, Carol 
Rodden and Darkethia 
Rodgers. 

Also, Laurie Rozell, 
Brooke Sabonis, Alicia 
Salazar, Sharon Sampson, 
Henry Schreiber, Carly 
Schroeder. Deanna Schump, 
Paul Shaw,’ Amanda 
Simmons, Steven Simmons, 
Tonja Simmons, Erik 
Sinclair, Ida Smith and Kim¬ 
berly Sowa-Scott. 

Also Emily Stafford, 
Summer Steven-son, Leslie 
Stith, Sasha Strain, Jennifer 
Strickland,Derek Stub¬ 
blefield, Colleen Tomblin, 
Angela Tull, Robert Tyler, 
Rachel Underwood, Raquel 
Valdez, Amity Wages and 
John Wagstaff. 

Other inductees include: 
Linda Walker, Ronald Wall, 
Rachel Wallace, Randi 
Wallace, Bailey Wedge- 
worth, Heather Welch- 
Cochran, Roxanna West, 
Benjamin Williams, Valerie 
Williams, Anja Williams- 
Blanton, Amanda Wills, 
Gina Young, Melanie 
Young, Timothy Zednick 
and Peng Zhang. 

The next induction will 
be fall 2003. 


Combs to speak about success 

by Ten is ha Henley 
staff writer 


The final Enrichment Series speaker Patrick Combs will 
lecture at 10 a.m. April 9 in the Apache rooms. Best-selling 
author Combs will give strategies for being successful. 

Combs, an Internet columnist, and television personal¬ 
ity for Paramount’s “Real TV” andPBS’s “Career Advan¬ 
tage,” wrote “Major in Success." 

Combs financed college by managing a rock band. He 
graduated from San Francisco State University and became 
the youngest manager Levi Strauss& Co. ever hired. At 26 
he joined the college speaking circuit. Combs founded the 
Good Thinking Company. 
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